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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	             Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	Apologies: 		1	                                               
		M. Hodges
		C. Swann                                                                  	District Cllrs:		0
		S. Baker
		J. Sjollema
			    	Public:			1

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by Councillor Sjollema for the purpose of Minutes.

25/160	Chair’s Welcome
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed those present. It was noted that the Clerk was attending the meeting remotely via telephone. 

25/161	Apologies received from Councillor Edmond. 

Two members of public arrived at 6:32pm

25/162		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
· Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association
· Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Heybridge Basin Sailing Association, relative.

25/163		The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 17th March 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/164	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Training – The Clerk had attended the first of three Quotes, Tenders and Procurement Course sessions during the previous week, which had been very informative.
· Section 137 - The expenditure limit for 2026/27 has increased to £11.60 per elector, up from £11.10 in 2025/26.
· Watering Equipment for Newly Planted Beds – Members were advised that the Council’s contracted gardener required suitable watering equipment for the maintenance of the newly planted beds prior to the next scheduled full Council meeting. Following consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair, it had been agreed that the contractor should be asked to advise on the most suitable option, taking into consideration weight, manoeuvrability, and practical use. The contractor had therefore been asked to confirm their preferred solution before any purchase was authorised under Financial Regulation 5.15, which permits purchases within an agreed budget to be authorised by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair of the Council, for items below £2,000 excluding VAT.
· Audits – Members were reminded that the Internal Audit was scheduled to take place on 21st May 2026 at 1.00pm. Following the April meetings, focus would turn to year-end and audit preparations.
25/165	 Finance
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for March/April 2026 were approved.
ii. Receipts for March/April 2026 were approved.
iii. The Accounts for the 12 months to 31st March 2026 were approved.

25/166	Public Forum 
	No members of public wished to speak.

25/167	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

26/00237/LDP – 21 Abbotsmead, Heybridge – Claim for Lawful development certificate for the proposed removal of existing rear conservatory with erection of single storey rear extension and dormer. 
RESOLVED: That no comment be made in respect of this planning application.

25/168	Website
a. To review the quotations received for the creation of a new website and agree any action to be taken. 
Members considered the seven quotations received for the creation of a new website. RESOLVED: That the quotation submitted by Site Street be accepted and the Clerk be authorised to progress the matter and for the Clerk to seek three quotations for the website media.

Two members of public left at 7pm

25/169	Assets
a. To receive an update from the Clerk on urgent goal post repairs and to ratify the decision and approve the cost.
The Council noted that the goal posts had been repaired by HRS Marine Services at a cost of £140.00. RESOLVED: That the decision taken and the cost incurred be ratified.
b. To consider purchasing a sign regarding car park income and its use and agree any action.
RESOLVED: That discussions be held with Smart Parking regarding signage when signs within the car park are next renewed.

c. To consider the installation of a sign at the entrance to the village, including associated costs, and agree any action.
RESOLVED: That the matter be deferred to the next meeting pending receipt of the personalised quotation, visuals, and confirmation of dimensions and site suitability.
d. To consider the provision and installation of dog and litter bins within the village, including locations and agree any action to be taken.
Members were advised that Cllr Swann had three dog bins and three litter bins available. RESOLVED: That dog bins be installed near St George's Church, near the Sluice on the sea wall, and near Daisy Meadow Garden; that litter bins be installed near the Sluice on the sea wall and near Daisy Meadow Garden; and that the Clerk obtain installation costs.

25/170	Affiliations and Subscriptions
a. To consider affiliations and subscriptions for 2026/27 and agree any action:
· Essex Association of Local Councils / National Association of Local Councils
· Council Wise
RESOLVED: That membership of Essex Association of Local Councils / National Association of Local Councils be renewed, and that no subscription be taken out with Council Wise.

25/171	Training 
a. To consider any requests for councillor training and resolve any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: That Cllr Hobden be authorised to attend the Biodiversity online course on 13th October 2026 at a cost of £60.00 plus VAT.

25/172	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.

25/173		Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

No members of public to leave.

25/174	Daisy Meadow Car Park
a. To review the amended draft of the car park management agreement provided by Smart Parking and agree any required amendments.
RESOLVED: That the item be deferred pending receipt of the documentation.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:28pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 19th May 2026
Date of the Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 28th April 2026


Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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